
Delta-Call for Proposals on the IRAM
30-meter telescope

The 30-meter upgrade work had to be postponed from summer 2022 to 2023. Almost the entire summer
semester will therefore be for science projects. An exceptional delta-call is issued for the observing period
01 August 2022 to 30-November 2022. The deadline for submission of observing proposals on the 30-meter
telescope is

27 June 2022, 17:00 CEST (UT + 2 hours).

The 30-meter upgrade work had to be postponed for reasons beyond the control of IRAM. The main
reason is that some electronic components which are key for the new servo system could not be delivered
in time.

The months June/July shall be used to complete some of the projects of the winter semester 2021/22
and to start suitable EMIR summer semester projects selected in the last regular call. In this delta-call,
we offer the opportunity to propose projects with EMIR and NIKA2 for the observing period 01 August
2022 to 30-November 2022. The selected NIKA2 projects shall be observed in several pool weeks in the
second half of October and in November 2022. Ample amount of observing time is available, especially in
the LST range 10h to 15h. A document describing the capabilities of the 30-meter telescope is available
on the Call for Proposals page.

As usual, 30-meter proposals should be submitted through the Proposal Management System (PMS) at
URL:

http://oms.iram.fr/pms/

PMS provides on-screen instructions to guide the proposal editor through the submission process. The
procedure consists in filling in an on-line form with the details of the requested observations (source coor-
dinates, receiver setups, array configuration, etc.), and to upload a single file in pdf format containing the
scientific and technical justification. A LATEX template is provided on the PMS submission page for your
convenience. This file may be customized, or the pdf file can be generated with another software, but in
any case proposers should respect the following requirements: (1) A normal proposal may contain
up to two pages of text describing the scientific aims and the technical justification (4 pages for a Large
Program, see below) (2) up to two pages of figures, tables, and references may be added, but the text may
not be mixed with figures, tables, and references, and (3) the font size must be 11pt.

For a proposal to be complete, PMS requires that all authors validate their identity (e–mail and affilia-
tion) and their participation to the proposal before the deadline. The editor of the proposal will have to
send invitations to all authors through PMS by clicking an invitation button. We urge proposal editors
to invite the authors through PMS well before the deadline to give them enough time to validate their
identity before the deadline. Authors that fail to validate their participation will automatically be dropped
from the proposal.

PMS will be opened for submission of new proposals 1. Proposers may modify their proposals in PMS until
the deadline, in which case the submit button must be activated again after modification of the proposal.
Please avoid last minute submissions when the network could be congested. If you experience any difficulty
with the submission process in PMS, please contact us at pms-feedback@iram.fr for help. You may also
use this e–mail address for bug reports, general questions and comments.

Detailed information on time estimates, special observing modes, technical information and references for
the 30-meter telescope can be found on the IRAM web site under the science users tab:

http://www.iram-institute.org/EN/

Proposers are encouraged to use the CDS (Centre de Données astronomiques de Strasbourg) to check
whether a source has already been observed at the 30-meter telescope or the NOEMA interferometer.

1PMS remains open at all times for submission of Director Discretionary Time proposals.
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We recommend to use the VizieR Catalogue Service to query2 the header data of IRAM observations
obtained since September 2009 for the 30-meter telescope, and since December 1991 for PdBI/NOEMA.

The large guaranteed-time (GT) programs with NIKA-2 and the large MPG-IRAM Observatory Pro-
grams (MIOP) are run with special source protection. The NIKA-2 GT programs are fenced for the 2mm
and 1mm bands against new continuum mapping projects at the 30-meter telescope or continuum driven
projects at NOEMA. Similarly, all MIOP observing fields are protected against any new observing requests
for which the science goals reproduce in large parts those of the respective MIOP. Proposal abstracts and
source lists are available on the NIKA-2 home page and the MIOP home page.

No large 30-meter programs will be accepted and NIKA2 polarimetry is not yet offered.
NOEMA and the 30-meter will participate to the VLBI session planned in autumn 2022 for the Global
mm-VLBI Array (GMVA) at 3 mm. GMVA proposals at 3 mm must be submitted via the NRAO submis-
sion tool. Links and more information on the reviewing process are provided at the GMVA Website. All
VLBI proposals requesting time on the IRAM observatories are reviewed by the IRAM Program Commit-
tee.

Publications resulting from observations with NOEMA or the 30-meter telescopes should mention this in
an acknowledgment “Based on observations carried out under project number XYYZZ [XXX-YY] with the
IRAM NOEMA Interferometer [30-meter telescope]. IRAM is supported by INSU/CNRS (France), MPG
(Germany) and IGN (Spain)”. IRAM welcomes an acknowledgment to the IRAM staff for help provided
during the observations and for data reduction.

C. Kramer & M. Sanchez Portal

Guidelines for Observing Time at the IRAM Facilities

Considering the much increased time requests for the IRAM telescopes over the last few years, and consid-
ering the substantial new investments of the IRAM partners into upgrading the capabilities of the NOEMA
interferometer, the following guidelines for allocation of telescope time are to be considered:

1. In deciding on proposal rankings the Program Committee is requested to take into account the
publication record and impact of the proposers with previous IRAM telescope time allocations.

2. The proposers should note in their application whether the same or a similar proposal was or is
intended to be submitted to another observatory, in which case a special justification is required why
IRAM telescope time is needed.

3. A fraction of the available observing time (7.5% for NOEMA, 15% for the 30-meter) will be invested
in projects submitted by PIs affiliated with institutes in non-IRAM partner countries.

4. The fraction of time for Large Programs (a detailed description is given on the IRAM website)
can represent up to a total of 50% of the scheduled telescope time at either IRAM observatory. A
significant amount of technical time is still needed to upgrade the IRAM interferometric array to the
full NOEMA capabilities and a large number of GTO programs are already running for NOEMA
limiting the available NOEMA time for new Large Programs. The IRAM 30m-telescope will not
accept new Large Programs for the upcoming summer semester due to the scheduled major upgrade
of the telescope starting in spring 2022.

5. In order to ensure proper management of Large Programs in close interaction with the IRAM observa-
tories, including the provision of suitable archive data products for the general scientific community,
only programs led by PIs located in the IRAM partner countries will be considered.

6. Once accepted, PIs of Large Programs cannot submit other proposals (as PI) during the active time
of the Large Program.

2search IRAM as catalogue name.
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Data policy

The IRAM data policy is as follows:

• IRAM archives raw and online calibrated data for the 30-meter telescope and raw data for
PdBI/NOEMA on unlimited time scales.

• Header information of PdBI/NOEMA observations later than December 1991 can be found here in
the CDS (Centre de Données astronomiques de Strasbourg) for PdBI and NOEMA.

• Header information of 30-meter telescope observations later than September 2009 can be found here

in the CDS.

• Data from all projects are stored in the IRAM Data Archive. For PdBI/NOEMA raw data are stored
while for the 30-meter telescope the online calibrated data are archived. Programs are distinguished
between normal programs and Large Programs.

– Data from Large Programs are public also in calibrated format after an 18 month proprietary
period (counting from the end of the last semester of observations) and are accessible through
the IRAM Large Program Archive.

– The data of normal projects can be requested after a three year proprietary period (again
counting from the end of the last semester of observations). The detailed procedure is described
on the IRAM Data Archive web page.

ORP Travel Funds

A new European program, OPTICON-RadioNet Pilot (ORP), has been put in place by the European
Commission. The ORP project has received funding from the European Unions Horizon 2020 research
and innovation programme under grant agreement No 101004719. The project will provide travel support
similar to RadioNet which terminated end of 2020.
Within this program, IRAM is committed to offering Transnational Access (TA) for scientists from all
over the world. All TA-supported projects that are scheduled at the NOEMA interferometer or at the
30-meter telescope must acknowledge the support from the European Union.

As part of this initiative, travel funds are available to support visits of TA eligible astronomers engaged
in research with the IRAM facilities. Travels may be supported to the 30-meter telescope for observations
(contact: C. Kramer) and to IRAM Grenoble for the reduction of NOEMA data (contact: J.M. Winters).
Whether or not travel is possible depends of course also on the evolution of the COVID-19 pandemic. The
Principal Investigators of IRAM proposals eligible for TA funding will be informed individually.

C. Kramer & J.M. Winters
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